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HousingAbstract The study analyzes the inﬂuence of housing characteristics on rural migrants’ living con-
dition in Beijing Fengtai District, China. The researcher will identify rural migrants in Beijing,
examine their housing characteristics (housing crowding, housing privacy and housing facility)
and the inﬂuence on their living condition. Also, some suggestions are given to improve their hous-
ing characteristics and living condition. The government should revise the migrant housing policy
and hukou management. Also, the rural migrants should try to increase their education level and
social skills. For the occupation, the local government should give the rural migrants more job
opportunity. These issues are analyzed in relation to local government attitudes toward the rural
migrants. The analysis is based on data collected from two types of interviews: rural migrants
and management interviews which examine the rural migrants’ housing and managerial aspects
of this research, respectively. It is also supported by the utilization of secondary data. The ﬁndings
of the study indicate that the rural migrants’ housing characteristics (housing crowding, housing
privacy and housing facility) highly inﬂuence their living condition in Beijing Fengtai District.
Therefore, the local government should give some assistance to this group people in the big cities.
This paper reports on the ﬁndings of a study to seek acknowledged deﬁnitions of the terms Project
and Project Management. The study was based on a conventional review and analysis of the deﬁ-
nitions from a series of texts.
ª 2014 Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of Housing and Building National Research
Center.Introduction
Since the middle century, almost all developing countries have
been urbanizing swiftly over the last few decades. The United
Nations has announced that in the next decade, 80% of the
population growth will be in the urban areas [1]. Also, since
2000, 45% of this population will live in urban area among
developing countries. In China, according to the 2000
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1,320,170,000 while the rural migrants in China reached
97,000,000. According to the 2009 population census, the num-
bers of urban and rural migrants in Beijing reach 7 million;
two thirds of the migrants are from rural area. Many rural mi-
grants to Beijing deﬁnitely will increase the burden for govern-
ment to solve the housing problem, and hence these rural
migrants’ living conditions should be considered [2].
After the national reformation in China, a lot of excess rural
labors migrated to the urban area and found good jobs, espe-
cially in big cities like Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen. The pres-
ence of many rural migrants will deﬁnitely affect the national
economy but enhance city development, especially housing
development. In China, rapid urbanization has had a tremen-
dous impact on urban areas in terms of population growth,
housing characteristics, and housing needs, especially in the
metropolis area. Beijing, is the second largest city in China, mil-
lions of rural migrants surge into Beijing every year, [3].
Rural migrants refer to the migrants who live in Beijing
more than one month, without Beijing urban hukou (house-
hold registration system), but have the rural hukou from other
provinces [4]. Migrants could be divided into two types: urban
migrants and rural migrants. If the migrants from the urban
area, they are deﬁne as urban migrants. This research focuses
on rural migrants in Beijing Fengtai District. Since they live
and work in Beijing, their living conditions should be consid-
ered in their housing.
Migration is a growing urbanization activity, which has
been signiﬁcantly recognized by the authorities and the society
as a whole. For instance, since 1995, the ‘‘Beijing Migration
Control System’’ has ofﬁcially control the migrants and the
migrants’ need to go to ‘‘Beijing Migrant Registration System’’
to do registration. Then the migrants could hold a temporary
license and live in Beijing temporarily. This ‘‘Beijing Migration
Control System’’ could fully control the social activities of mi-
grants [5].
However, majority of the migrants in Beijing with very low
skill and education, especially rural migrants. It is difﬁcult for
them to ﬁnd good jobs, most of them do some small business
and with low salary. So, the migrants’ housing is very crowded
and with bad facility, rent housing is the best choice for them
[6]. According to the ‘‘Beijing Housing Policy’’, Beijing govern-
ment does not have any housing policy for migrants because
they do not have Beijing hukou (Household Registration Sys-
tem). The migrants cannot enjoy the ‘‘Commercial Housing’’,
‘‘Economically Affordable Housing’’, ‘‘Low-rent Housing’’
etc. So, for the migrants with low skill, low education and low
salary, the only choice is rent housing [7].
The aim of this research is to examine the housing charac-
teristics and the effects on living condition for rural migrants
in Beijing Fengtai District. As Qing [8] puts it, the rural mi-
grants are force to live in these housing with many problems
because they have no choice. So, these rural migrants could
choose and rent an apartment in the neighborhood community
with low rental. Thus, in cities neighborhood community plays
very important role for rural migrants.
The housing system in Beijing
In Beijing, the housing system provides more priorities for
the Beijing local residents. Basically, there are three typesof housing in Beijing: commercial housing, economically
affordability housing and low rent housing [9]. Here mainly
focused on the low rent housing in Beijing, this is the local
housing system in Beijing to beneﬁt the very poor local resi-
dents (Fig. 1).
The low rent housing is a kind of housing constructed by
the government to help provide residence to very poor local
residents. The low rent housing is not meant for sales and
the housing rental is very low. In Beijing, the family with a to-
tal income of less than 1200 RMB could apply for the low rent
housing. The housing rental is calculated by the housing area
and 1 m2 the housing price rental is around 2.5 RMB in Beijing
[10].
The low rent housing policy was started in 1998 and only
carried out in some big cities like Beijing, Shanghai Guangz-
hou etc. So, only the residents from big cities could enjoy the
low rent housing. Until 2007, there were 10 million very poor
residents in China without housing and occupying 5.5%
among the total urban residents. Since 1998, the low rent hous-
ing solves a lot of housing problem for the very poor urban
residents. Until 2009, a total 547,000 urban families lived in
the low rental housing [11]. The low rent housing could pro-
vide housing for the very poor urban family, but still very lim-
ited. Also, only the big cities could enjoy the low rent housing
policy, the middle and small cities did not carry out this hous-
ing policy. Overall, the low rent housing is very helpful and
should be improved (Table 2).
In Beijing, the commercial housing price is very high and
the average commercial housing price reached 30,000 RMB/
m2, but is still increasing [12]. The economically affordable
housing mainly focuses on the middle and low income people,
the price is lower than commercial housing. While, the very
poor people and those with an income lower than
1200 RMB/month could not afford both the commercial hous-
ing and economically affordable housing [13] the low rent
housing policy is very helpful for these groups of people.
But, the low rent housing policy provides residence for the lo-
cal residents only.
Methodology
Primary data were collected through interviews on rural mi-
grants in Beijing Fengtai District using questionnaires while
secondary data were gathered from utilizing written material
(including some published documents), ﬁle material, reports
and the like. Univariate and bivariate analysis methods were
used to examine the primary data and the results were dis-
cussed using descriptive and inferential statistics like compare
means, correlations multinomial logistic regression etc. As in
previous empirical studies on this subject, the research on the
relationship between housing characteristics and living condi-
tions among rural migrants has to be both descriptive and
exploratory not only because of the lack of adequate data
and information but also because of a limited amount of sys-
tematic research on the subject undertaken in China.
Primary data were obtained from interviews using a ques-
tionnaire which was completed by the researcher himself. It
started from March until July in 2013 and was carried out in
40 neighborhood communities in Beijing Fengtai District (Ta-
bles 4–8). The interviews were completed by the researcher
with the help of two government ofﬁcers (Beijing Construction
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Fig. 1 Housing system in Beijing.
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tion was also utilized to provide information which was not
covered in the questionnaire such as the overall selected
sites-cleanliness, housing crowding and facility situation, and
the whole process of ﬁlling the questionnaires was in the pres-
ence of the researcher (Figs. 4–8).
For the rural migrants, the researcher went to their house
and persuaded the rural migrants to complete the question-
naire in his presence. A total of 400 questionnaires were used
with a 100% feedback [14].
Through secondary data, the researcher deﬁnes the rural
migrants and their type of housing, especially where they live
and how to identify them. Then, the researcher understands
the overall situation of housing characteristics and living con-
ditions of migrants in the entire world, especially in China.
Then, through secondary data the researcher forms the ques-
tionnaire and interview questions to determine the real situa-
tion of rural migrants’ housing characteristics and the effects
on their living conditions.
The collection of secondary data mainly comes from pub-
lished articles, journals, reports, books and magazine. Besides,
some information or data can get through the internet. Infor-
mation pertaining to the studies that were not covered in the
questionnaire and interview questions were obtained from sec-
ondary sources. Information concerning housing characteris-
tics and living conditions on rural migrants was procured
from various research publications and some government pub-
lications. Some secondary sources from government included:(a) Beijing Construction Department.
(b) Chinese and Beijing Housing Policy.
(c) Beijing Migrant Household Registration System (hukou
System).
(d) Beijing Migration Control System.
(e) Beijing Travel Guide Department.
(f) Beijing Fengtai District Department.
The analysis of this study needed to be both descriptive and
explanatory. In describing the housing characteristics and the
effects on living condition, descriptive statistical techniques,
such as means, standard deviation and correlations were used.
Also, inferential statistics like compare means, correlations
and multinomial logistic regression were used in the data anal-
ysis. The second section of the analysis dealt with the key is-
sues at hand as a basis for assessing whether housing
characteristics could inﬂuence living condition or not. Cross-
tabulation between variables to establish the strength and
weaknesses of relationships was one of the tools used in the
bivariate analysis. For non-parametric analysis, a chi-square
test of signiﬁcance was used to determine whether or not a
set of two variables were related. Generally, a chi-square value
indicated that the test was signiﬁcant and the variables were
not independent; i.e. the variables were related. The strength
of the relationship can be determined using chi-square based
measures or proportional-reduction-in error measures of asso-
ciations. The Goodman and Kruskal’s lambda value for a pair
of variables indicates a percentage reduction in error obtained
Inﬂuence of housing characteristics on living conditions 255when one variable is used to predict the other. Since the 2 · 2
tables were used for the cross-tabulation of the variables, a
Pearson chi-square was employed. The probability (observed
signiﬁcance level) should be small enough (normally less than
0.05 or 0.1) to reject that the variables are independent [15].
Theories of development
Living and housing theory
Since this theory was ﬁrst developed in 1957 in France, later it
became the backbone of housing development policy for many
developing and developed nations. Considering this theory was
developed on the relationship of living and housing develop-
ment, it could be used in all the developing and developed na-
tions. It is a housing theory in which the right mixture of
housing development and living condition will accelerate the
growth of housing development in the world.
The living and housing theory by Havel [16] incorporated
two parts: (1) someone who needs housing; (2) someone who
wants to enjoy housing meanwhile is limited by technology,
economy and law.
The relationship between living and housing is to be deter-
mined by the living condition improvement and housing devel-
opment increase. It is then assumed that the people, especially
migrants will pay more attention to housing development if
they want to improve their living conditions.
However, this living and housing theory was created by
Jean-Eugene Havel in 1957, during that period Jean-Eugene
Havel paid more attention on urban housing study. So this
theory carried out in urban area is much better than in rural
areas. Despite this drawback of the theory, many researchers
of housing had maintained this approach as a basis of their
studies [17].
Housing development theory
This theory [18], which was based on the housing system devel-
opment approach with ‘‘Chinese housing development plan’’
[19], utilized modern housing theory and statistical analysis
to depict the housing system development that a developing
nation must undergo in order to create a good housing system.Fig. 2 Compare the housing characteScholars who are associated with this theory are more radical
in political and housing system development in urban area.
Basically, this housing theory is put forth to empower the
housing system development in China and ﬁnds some global
relationships. The target of this housing theory is to make a
good plan on Chinese housing system and transition from a
developing to a developed stage can (it is theorized) be
achieved at a faster rate.
Analysis
In this research, 36.0% of the rural migrants think the housing
facility disturb their living condition most. They mentioned if
their housing facility is not good, their living condition will
be inﬂuenced. 27.8% and 27.0% of the rural migrants choose
housing crowding and housing privacy which have more inﬂu-
ence on their living conditions. So, housing crowding and
housing privacy should be paid attention to (Fig. 2). While,
9.2% of the rural migrants mentioned their housing character-
istics cannot affect their living condition however, these rural
migrants belong to high income groups and will not go back
to their hometown. They enjoy spending more cash on their
housing characteristics to improve their living condition (Ta-
ble 1 and Table 3).
At the end of the Investigation, the rural migrants showed
their future action. Almost 78 and 80 respondents represent
they will improve their housing characteristics after some time
or if they earn enough money, they can improve. So, the ﬁ-
nance will decide whether to improve or not. While, around
60 and 62 rural migrants want to move immediately or after
a few periods, they can live in a better place with good housing
characteristics. Almost 40 rural migrants said they want to ﬁnd
good house with cheap rental, and then move. 42 rural mi-
grants do not want to move due to their families having some
old people, and they have no ability to move. However,
around 25 rural migrants mentioned they do not want to move
or move immediately. The researcher noticed these people are
low-income group. Their poor housing characteristics force
them to move to another place immediately (Fig. 3).
Comparing the housing crowding, housing privacy and
housing facility to inﬂuence rural migrants’ living condition
in Beijing, the housing facility is ranking number one. Dueristics to inﬂuence living condition.
Table 1 Which housing characteristics affect rural migrants’ living condition (e.g. working condition, recreational activity,
relationship between household members etc.) most.
Frequency Percent Valid percent Cumulative percent
Valid Housing crowding 111 27.8 27.8 27.8
Housing privacy 108 27.0 27.0 54.8
Housing facility 144 36.0 36.0 90.8
No inﬂuence 37 9.2 9.2 100.0
Total 400 100.0 100.0
Table 2 Describe the type of housing in Beijing.
Housing type Describe the type of housing
Commercial
housing
The commercial housing is developed by developers and sold to local
residents, the commercial housing price is controlled by Beijing housing
department
Economically
aﬀordability
housing
The economically aﬀordability housing is supported by Beijing
government and built by developers, then sold to local residents with
lower price
Low-rent housing The low-rent housing is supported by Beijing government and built by
developers, and then the very poor local residents could rent the housing
with very lower price
Source: Housing policy in Beijing, 2012.
Table 3 Ranking of rural migrants’ housing crowding,
privacy and facility to inﬂuence their living condition (life,
work, entertainment etc.).
Ranking Item Mean
1 Housing facility 3.81
2 Housing crowding 3.72
3 Housing privacy 3.66
(Likert scale, ‘‘Mean’’ more than 3 is positive).
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migrants’ housing in Beijing. Therefore, to improve the living
conditions of this group, the three housing characteristics must
be settled.
Overall opinion
It is apparent that the majority of rural migrants in Beijing
Fengtai District covered by the study were chosen housing
facility to be the most dominant problem to inﬂuence their liv-
ing condition. 42.75% of the rural migrants in Beijing consider
housing facility is the most important issue to their life and this
result follows the last result.
While, 30.25% of rural migrants consider housing crowd-
ing is more important than housing privacy (27.0%) to inﬂu-
ence than their living condition. As the previous researchers
mentioned that housing crowding problem could make hous-
ing privacy decrease [20]. This result clearly follows their re-
sult. Therefore, to solve the rural migrants’ housing privacy
problem, their housing crowding problem needs to be settled
ﬁrst.
Although housing facility, crowding and privacy are three
serious housing issues to rural migrants’ living conditions,but still more than half of rural migrants decided not improve
or not move. 28.75% and 27.25% of rural migrants in Beijing
Fengtai District still live in the houses under the current hous-
ing characteristics and not change. As these rural migrants’
mentioned, Beijing is their temporary home. Finally, they will
bring money and get back to their hometown. So they decided
not to change their current housing characteristics. These re-
sults follow the previous researcher that urban city is rural mi-
grants’ temporary living place, ultimately, majority of them
still get back to their hometown [13].
However, still more than one quarter of rural migrants plan
if they earn enough money then improve it (16.25%) or if they
ﬁnd a good house with cheap rental then move (12.5%). It rep-
resents that some rural migrants still plan to pursue good life
in Beijing [21]. Very few rural migrants plan to improve imme-
diately (2.25%) or move immediately (2.0%). In the interview,
two of these rural migrants said their salary is high and enough
to afford better houses. They want to create good living condi-
tion for their children.
But the high income rural migrants only occupy a very
small proportion in this research. Therefore, to consider the
housing characteristics and inﬂuence on their living condition,
the majority of low income rural migrants should attach great
importance in Beijing.
Conclusion
The main aim of this study was to examine a particular form of
rural migrants by analyzing the linkages that were developed
between the housing characteristics and their living condition,
also investigating the rural migrants’ housing as a platform for
future housing development.
The main ﬁndings of the study suggest that the rural mi-
grants’ living condition was highly affected by their housing
characteristics because of the existence of internal and external
Table 4 Summary of sampling procedures.
Four research areas in
Beijing Fengtai District
Population number of
rural migrant
Number of
neighborhood community
Number of rural migrant neighborhood
community (refer to more than 50% of
the population are rural migrants)
The number of sample
survey community
Research area 1
(between second and
third Beijing Ring Road)
Estimate 100,000 31 8 10
Research area 2
(between third and
fourth Beijing Ring
Road)
Estimate 97,000 27 7 10
Research area 3
(between fourth and ﬁfth
Beijing Ring Road)
Estimate 85,000 25 8 10
Research area 4 (outside
ﬁfth Beijing Ring Road)
Estimate 71,000 20 9 10
Total Estimate 353,000 103 32 40
Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012.
2. Beijing Migration Control System, 2012.
Inﬂuence of housing characteristics on living conditions 257constraints among rural migrants. These constraints had af-
fected the rural migrants to pursue good housing
characteristics, thus decrease their living condition standard.
In order for the rural migrants to increase their housing char-
acteristics and living condition, these constraints needed to be
removed or restricted. The constraints had been identiﬁed as
follows:
Access to low income occupation
Most of the rural migrants migrate to urban area with out any
skills, thus their ﬁnancial crisis force them to do some smallTable 5 Neighborhood community in research area 1.
Research area 1
Name of neighborhood community Number of households Total popula
Xi Li
Communitya
750 Estimate 390
Hong Lian
Communitya
900 Estimate 490
Rui Lian
Communitya
550 Estimate 300
Wang Quan
Communitya
430 Estimate 230
Wan Liu Yuan
Communitya
370 Estimate 200
Kai Yang Li
Communitya
900 Estimate 470
Xiang He Yuan
Communitya
560 Estimate 300
Bao Hua
Communitya
550 Estimate 300
Fang Qun Yuan
Community
670 Estimate 330
Kang Ze Yuan
Community
300 Estimate 160
Total 5,980 Estimate 31,7
Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012.
2. Beijing Migration Control System, 2012.
a Rural migrant neighborhood community (refer to more than 5business or low income occupations without respectability.
So the low income caused poor housing characteristics whether
rent housing or live in some other places. Accessibility to mid-
dle or higher income occupation would improve the rural mi-
grants’ housing characteristics, thus their living condition
would improve either.
Rural migrants’ attitudes
Rural migrants migrating to urban area wish to earn more
money and ﬁnally bring back to their hometown. Based on
this, very few rural migrants enjoy spending money to improvetion of each community Average size of households Sample number
0 5.2 12
0 5.4 13
0 5.4 11
0 5.3 10
0 5.4 9
0 5.2 13
0 5.3 11
0 5.5 11
0 4.9 5
0 5.3 5
00 –– 100
0% of the population are rural migrants).
Table 6 Neighborhood community in research area 2.
Research area 2
Name of neighborhood community Number of households Total population of each community Average size of households Sample number
Feng Tai Hua Yuan
Communitya
600 Estimate 3000 5.0 13
Sheng Xin Jia Yuan
Communitya
560 Estimate 3000 5.4 13
Jin Feng Yuan
Communitya
430 Estimate 2300 5.3 12
Nan Hua
Communitya
550 Estimate 3000 5.5 13
Kang Ze Yuan
Communitya
300 Estimate 1600 5.3 10
Ding Xiu Xin Yuan
Communitya
500 Estimate 2500 5.0 13
Xing He Yuan
Communitya
350 Estimate 1800 5.1 11
Yi Hai
Community
300 Estimate 1500 5.0 5
Hua Fu Yuan
Community
350 Estimate 1700 4.9 5
Heng Fu
Community
500 Estimate 2500 5.0 5
Total 4440 Estimate 22,900 – 100
Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012.
2. Beijing Migration Control System, 2012.
a Rural migrant neighborhood community (refer to more than 50% of the population are rural migrants).
Table 7 Neighborhood community in research area 3.
Research area 3
Name of neighborhood community Number of households Total population of each community Average size of households Sample number
Xin Xing Jia Yuan
Communitya
300 Estimate 1500 5.0 10
He Jia Yuan
Communitya
300 Estimate 1500 5.0 10
Lin Lv jia Yuan
Communitya
550 Estimate 2700 4.9 12
Cheng Shi Jing Dian
Communitya
600 Estimate 3000 5.0 12
Jia Lai Zhuang Yuan
Communitya
460 Estimate 2300 5.0 11
Yi Xin Hua Yuan
Communitya
700 Estimate 3500 5.0 13
Yi Chen Yuan
Communitya
210 Estimate 1300 6.2 10
Xi Li
Communitya
600 Estimate 3000 5.0 12
Yu Hang
Community
550 Estimate 2800 5.1 5
Xing Guang
Community
400 Estimate 2000 5.0 5
Total 4670 Estimate 23,600 – 100
Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012.
2. Beijing Migration Control System, 2012.
a Rural migrant neighborhood community (refer to more than 50% of the population are rural migrants).
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Table 8 Neighborhood community in research area 4.
Research area 4
Name of neighborhood community Number of households Total population of each community Average size of households Sample number
Bai Yun
Communitya
550 Estimate 2800 5.1 11
Xing Jia
Communitya
210 Estimate 1300 6.2 10
Bin He
Communitya
300 Estimate 1600 5.3 10
Tai Hang
Communitya
430 Estimate 2200 5.1 10
Bao Xing
Communitya
600 Estimate 3000 5.0 11
Zao Yuan Communitya 290 Estimate 1500 5.2 10
Jin Shan
Communitya
500 Estimate 2500 5.0 11
Bi Bo Yuan
Communitya
650 Estimate 3300 5.1 11
Chuang Ye
Communitya
580 Estimate 3000 5.2 11
Fu Kang
Community
330 Estimate 1700 5.2 5
Total 4440 Estimate 22,900 – 100
Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012.
2. Beijing Migration Control System, 2012.
a Rural migrant neighborhood community (refer to more than 50% of the population are rural migrants).
Inﬂuence of housing characteristics on living conditions 259their housing characteristics and living conditions. Their indif-
ferent attitudes toward housing for example, housing in urban
area are only a temporary living place. They do not care about
housing characteristics and living condition, have a place to
sleep. Their attitudes had restricted them to improve their
housing characteristics and living conditions.
Government inefﬁciency
Government intervention in rural migrants is important to
them. While the Beijing government has never been supportive
toward these people, it has been inefﬁcient in implementing its
policy to beneﬁt them. The roles of the Beijing government asFig. 3 Rural migrants’ future action iwell as department need to be revised so as to improve their
efﬁciency to beneﬁt the rural migrants. It is however unclear
whether the government’s supportive policies were produced
mainly for political enhancement.
Despite the constraints that shackled the rural migrants,
their slow income occupations have been much convenient to
local residents. Many rural migrants work as the hard labors
to contribute to social infrastructure construction, also some
rural migrants do some business in Beijing like selling fruit,
vegetable or becoming hawker which give local residents more
convenience.
However, many migrants (including urban and rural mi-
grants) live and work in Beijing, thus resulting in the crowdingn regard to housing characteristics.
Fig. 4 The map of Beijing urban area. Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012. 2. Beijing Migration Control System, 2012. 3.
Google Map.
260 L.W. Taoof public transportation (subway and bus) and sanitation
problem. Everyday especially in the morning and evening,
the public transportation is very crowded that disturbs the lo-
cal residents’ life. Also many rural migrants do some businessFig. 5 The research area 1 of Fengtai District. Source: 1. Beijing Co
2012. 3. Google Map.in the street that causes many sanitation problems. Meanwhile,
many rural migrants bring their children to Beijing to do busi-
ness with them. Because they do not have Beijing hukou their
children cannot attend Beijing public school, while the tuitionnstruction Department, 2012. 2. Beijing Migration Control System,
Fig. 6 The research area 2 of Fengtai District. Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012. 2. Beijing Migration Control System,
2012. 3. Google Map.
Fig. 7 The research area 3 of Fengtai District. Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012. 2. Beijing Migration Control System,
2012. 3. Google Map.
Inﬂuence of housing characteristics on living conditions 261fee of private school is very high. So majority of rural migrants
decide to let their children quit school. Thus their children’s fu-
ture development will be affected.
Overall, the rural migrants do some positive and negative
contribution to Beijing. Their life and work should be cared
by government and whole society, at the same time, the rural
migrants’ attitude should be elevated.The future
Unlike the migration of the developed countries, the urban
and rural migration in China has some special situations.
Migration is stimulated by economic functions and migrants’
willingness. The willingness pushes them to migrate to big cit-
ies like Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen etc. to get good income
Fig. 8 The research area 4 of Fengtai District. Source: 1. Beijing Construction Department, 2012. 2. Beijing Migration Control System,
2012. 3. Google Map.
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ulation movement in China, the local government uses hukou
to control the migrants and not allow them to enjoy the social
welfare that the local residents could enjoy. It has been seen
that the role of the hukou could separate them from local res-
idents and push them back to their hometown. While hukou
policies deteriorate the relationship between locals and
migrants, at the same time, the migrants are dissatisﬁed with
the local government’s policy. Thus some social problems
emerge in big cities.
From the economic perspective, the migrants migrating to
big cities are seeking good occupations. Therefore, the job
competition between locals and migrants become higher. Thus
many local residents dislike migrants and the relationship be-
tween them becomes worse. Also, some social resources like
bus, subway etc. become crowded. Therefore, the local govern-
ment and company should do some negotiation between locals
and migrants. For public transportation, the local government
should increase the number of buses and avoid crowding to the
maximum extent possible.
From the policy perspective, the Beijing government should
care about the migrants and give them more beneﬁts like social
welfare, occupation etc. For the hukou problem, the Beijing
government should decrease the requirement and help mi-
grants to get Beijing hukou easily. For example, the Beijing
government should give them Beijing hukou if they work in
Beijing for more than one year. At the same time, the Beijing
local residents should care about migrants and do not give
them discrimination.
In the future, the migrants migrating to big cities like Bei-
jing, Shanghai and Shenzhen etc. should become more and
more based on Chinese situation. Because the population in
China increases fast and people all wish living in big cities.
Therefore, the governments should put more efforts on this
group people and some corrective measures should be under-taken that could maximum help them like hukou, housing,
occupation, education, social welfare etc.
Limitations and scope for further research
This study has been an attempt to examine the inﬂuence of
housing characteristics (crowding, privacy and facility) on rur-
al migrants’ living conditions in Beijing Fengtai District. The
rural migrants’ living condition was highly affected by their
housing characteristics. At the same time, whether they have
Beijing hukou or not is very important to the social welfare
in Beijing. The concept was based on many similar studies
from different regions of the world. In order to strengthen
the ﬁndings of a similar study in the future, it is suggested that
other areas like Shanghai, Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Hong Kong
Singapore etc. should be examined in more detail and in differ-
ent housing perspectives like air ventilation, sewerage system
housing planning etc. It is hoped that a more comprehensive
study of rural migrants’ housing study might be developed in
order to evaluate its effects on their living condition.
Limitations of cost and time prompted the researcher to
choose Beijing Fengtai District as a study area. However, some
aspects of the ﬁndings and recommendations proposed above
should be the starting point for further research in other study
areas.
One of the areas of the key interests is the aspect of housing
crowding of the rural migrants. In countries where housing
crowding problem is very common like Singapore and Hong
Kong, interesting ﬁndings related to housing crowding were
generated. Since some researchers had already done a lot of re-
search about housing crowding in these areas, it would be ben-
eﬁcial to all interested government ofﬁcers to study and
improve the housing development in China.
Another area of the research which could be useful as an
extension of this study is a genome-wide association study
Inﬂuence of housing characteristics on living conditions 263(GWAS) to the migrants’ housing characteristics and living
condition. A study of this type is appropriate to examine the
relationship in a more comprehensive manner since the nature
of such relationship is complex and dynamic.
Finally, further studies could be narrowed down to other
sub-topics within the scope of migrant housing issues. Issues
related to housing characteristics and living conditions for
example, could be developed to produce a deeper understand-
ing of the potential of migration. A more detailed study on mi-
grants’ housing (air ventilation, sewerage system or housing
planning) would also be useful as a means of assisting the gov-
ernment to help this group people to the maximum extent
possible.
It is hoped that the ﬁndings of this study have provided
some guidance for improvements in migrant housing in our
perception. As well as being a starting platform for further re-
search in the world, it is hoped that this study has thrown help-
ful light on the still neglected area of migrant housing.
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